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Your Holiness,

On behalf of the faithful of the Church of England, it gives me great joy to greet your
Holiness upon your election to the See of Peter. As fellow disciples of Jesus Christ, united in
our common baptism, | assure you of my own prayers and those of the bishops, clergy and
people of the Church of England for the task that is set before you and the ministry that is
placed upon you. May you know deeply the presence of the Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd,
whose yoke is easy and burden light.

In his encyclical letter Ut Unum Sint of 1995, Pope St John Paul Il invited Church leaders and
their theologians to participate in a ‘fraternal dialogue’ on the Petrine Ministry (UUS 96),
that it might be a ‘service of love’ for all the churches. Over the subsequent years, Anglicans
and Roman Catholics have prayed and considered together how such a ministry might be
received. In 1998, the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission’s agreed
statement The Gift of Authority declared that a universal primacy, exercised collegially and
in synodality, ‘will already assist the Church on earth to be the authentic catholic koinonia in
which unity does not curtail diversity, and diversity does not endanger but enhances unity.’
Last year, the Church of England was delighted to respond to the DPCU’s document The
Bishop of Rome, welcoming that work ‘because it enables us to see more clearly how the
Bishop of Rome can, in his ‘ministry of love’, help us ‘walk in step’ (cf. Phil 3:16: to auté
stoichein) as we walk with one other.’

The pontificate of Pope Francis allowed many non-Catholics to glimpse what such a
charismatic ministry of love might look like for all the churches, even before they enjoy the
full, visible unity to which we are irreversibly committed. We pray that in Your Holiness’s
own pontificate, our churches may grow more deeply in this realisation, celebrating
together the communion which springs from Christ’s death and resurrection, and receiving
the gift of this ministry of primacy-in-synodality more fully, as we walk together as pilgrims.

In us you will find, | pray, fellow pilgrims, and a willing partner, committed to sharing the
love and mercy of Jesus Christ, seeking to make peace, bringing reconciliation and being salt
and light in the world.
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