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No. 211

His Holiness Pope Leo XIV
The Apostolic Palace
Vatican City

Your Holiness, dear Pope Leo,

Christ is risen!

We wish to extend to you our greetings from the Holy City of Jerusalem on the occasion of your
election to the papacy as the successor to Saint Peter. You come to this daunting office at a
difficult time in the history of our world when the human family longs for words of hope and
actions of peace.

We look forward to the ongoing Orthodox-Roman Catholic international theological dialogue,
which has been so constructive, and to which our Patriarchate, as a member of the Orthodox
family, remains committed. As you are well aware, for many years we have enjoyed an excellent
fraternal co-operation both with the Franciscan Custos as well as with the Latin Patriarch. Our
growing mutual respect and common cause both in the diakonia of the Holy Places as well as
for the well-being and stability of the Christian presence here have been of crucial importance
to maintaining the unique and essential Christian character of our region, and especially the Holy
Land.

Your predecessors have all shown a devotion and commitment to the Holy Land. We remember
in particular with great warmth the visit of His Late Holiness, Pope Francis, in 2014.

We hope very much to be able to see you in our Patriarchate when you come on pilgrimage to
the Holy City of Jerusalem and the Holy Land, and we assure you of our prayers from the Holy
Tomb of our Lord Jesus Christ. Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus (1 Tim. 2:1). May
the light of the risen Christ be your strength and guide, and may God bless you as you begin the
new responsibilities that have been now entrusted to you by Divine Providence.
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THEOPHILOS III
Patriarch of Jerusalem

Christ is risen!

Jerusalem
Monday, May 12, 2025.



