
May 08, 2025

To

His Holiness Pope Leo XIV

The Bishop of Rome and Supreme Pontiff

Vatican City

Your Holiness,

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

On behalf of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, We convey our heartfelt congratulations and prayerful

best wishes on your election as the Pope of the Roman Catholic Church. We offer our sincere prayers that the

Lord may strengthen Your Holiness with wisdom, grace, and pastoral courage as you take up the sacred ministry

entrusted to you at this significant moment in the life of the Church and the world.

We pray, in the words of the Apostle Peter, “Tend the flock of God that is in your charge… willingly, as God

would have you do it… and when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory that never fades

away.” (1 Peter 5:2,4)

We hold in hope that this new pontificate may continue to foster peace, reconciliation, and a deepened sense of

unity among the Churches of Christ. In that same spirit, we look forward to the continued strengthening of our

bilateral relationship with the Catholic Church-a relationship nurtured through decades of mutual respect,

theological engagement, and pastoral concern.

It is also our fervent prayer that the dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches

may find renewed energy, guided by the Holy Spirit, and animated by the shared desire to fulfil the prayer of our

Lord, “that they may all be one” (John 17:21).

Assuring Your Holiness of our continued prayers for your health and fruitful ministry, and invoking God’s

abundant blessings upon your leadership,

In the love of Christ,

Baselios Marthoma Mathews III
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