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To His Holiness Pope Leo XIV
The Apostolic Palace
Vatican City

Your Holiness,
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

On behalf of His Beatitude the Metropolitan, members of the Holy Episcopal Synod, clergy, faithful of the
Malankara Mar Thoma Syrain church and in my personal capacity as Suffragan Metropolitan, I convey my
heartfelt congratulations to Your Holiness on your election as the 266th Bishop of Rome and the Supreme Pontiff
of the Catholic Church.

This moment is of deep significance not only for the Catholic Church, but for the global Christian community
that looks with hope to your leadership, rooted in faith, love, and justice. We offer our prayers that our Lord may
grant Your Holiness the wisdom and grace needed to guide the Church in these challenging and transformative
times.

The Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church has always valued the fraternal bond shared with the Catholic Church,
especially in the spirit of mutual respect, cooperation, and ecumenical commitment. Rooted in the same apostolic
foundation, we cherish the theological dialogues and ecumenical engagements that have drawn our Churches
closer in faith and mission.

We fondly recall the gracious hospitality and spiritual wisdom of His Holiness Pope Francis, whom I met in 2022
and 2024 in personal audiences. Under His pontificate our relationship deepened through Open dialogue and a
shared commitment to Christian witness in the world. His Holiness with all his greatness of love for the church
established the Bilateral Dialogue with the Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church in 2023 after my first meeting
with His Holiness in 2022.

Followed by the first Bilateral Meeting in 2023, His Holiness invited the Holy Synod of the Malankara Mar
Thoma Syrian Church to have a formal meeting with His Holiness at Vatican in 2024. In His address to the Synod
members His Holiness stated ‘I rejoice at the beginning of this dialogue, which I entrust to the Holy Spirit and
which I hope will hasten the day when we will be able to share the same Eucharist, in fulfilment of the Lord’s
prophecy: “They shall come from east and west and sit at table” (cf. Mt 8:11). All these are remarkable milestones
in the History of both our churches to remember and cherish in our ecumenical journey, together in witnessing
our Lord. We as a church look forward to make continuity of this vision under Your Holiness’s pontificate.

We pray with all our hearts that our Lord may grant us the grace to celebrate your pontificate together the spirit
of the Gospel, which is the need of the hour, and that He may set us as servants after His example. I seek Your
Holiness pray, for the Malankara Mar Thoma Syrain Church, as well as for India.

With fraternal love and prayers in Christ, ~
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