
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

Preface from the Editors ....................................................................... 12 

Scientific Committees ............................................................................ 17 

FIRST PART 

SYNODALITY IN THE EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH ....... 19 

Conference Program .............................................................................. 21 
Greetings ................................................................................................ 25 

Cardinal Kurt Koch .................................................................... 25 

Cardinal Mario Grech ................................................................ 27 

Cardinal Christoph Schönborn .................................................. 30 

Metropolitan Job of Pisidia ........................................................ 32 

Keynote .................................................................................................. 35 

The Orthodox Church is a Synodal Church. Towards a 

Synodical Ontology of the Church ............................................ 35 

      Bishop Maxim (Vasiljevic) 

1.1. COMMUNION: WALKING TOGETHER  

IN THE HOLY SPIRIT ............................................................... 53 
Keynote .................................................................................................. 55 

Synodality as a Manifestation of Koinonia in the Church ........ 55 
      Sorin Şelaru 

Responses ............................................................................................... 71 
Catholicity and Synodality are Two Sides of the Same Coin .... 71 
      Svetoslav Riboloff 
Problems Concerning Episcopal Synodality and What an 

Orthodox Expects from the Upcoming Synod on Synodality .. 77 
      Amphilochios Miltos 

Practices of Synodality ........................................................................... 85 
The Council of Nicaea (325) ..................................................... 85 
      Metropolitan Vasilios (Karayiannis)  

 



 .............................................................................. 93 
      Nicolas Kazarian 

Workshops ........................................................................................... 103 
Permanent Synods in Church History and Today .................. 103 
      Dimitrios Keramidas 
Liturgy, Communion, and Synodality ..................................... 107 
      Andriy Dudchenko 
Monastic Coenobium as an Icon of Christian Synodality  

and the Eucharistic Communion of Many in One .................. 113 
      Sava Janjić 
Synodality at the Regional Level: The Example of the 

Metropolitanate of Karlovci .................................................... 119 
      Dragica Tadić Papanikolaou 

1.2. PARTICIPATION: WALKING TOGETHER WITH  

THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF GOD .......................................... 131 
Keynote ................................................................................................ 133 

Reception and Inspiration of Synodal Processes 

in Church Life .......................................................................... 133 
      Teva Regule 

Response .............................................................................................. 153 
Synodality without Women? Toward the Theological  

and Ecclesial Overcoming of the Sacralization  

of the Structures of the Patriarchal Societies .......................... 153 
      Pantelis Kalaitzidis 

Practices of Synodality ......................................................................... 161 
The Russian Council of 1917-1918:  
A View from 2022 .................................................................... 161 
      Alexander Mramornov 
Orthodox Lay Movements ...................................................... 169 
      Georges El-Hage 

Workshops ........................................................................................... 173 
Canon Law Perspectives: Understanding  

of Representation and Delegation ........................................... 173 
      David Heith-Stade 

 



Orthodox Youth Movements .................................................. 187 
      Mira Neaimeh 
The Role of Youth Movements in the Renewal  

of Conciliarity........................................................................... 190 
      Cyrille Sollogoub 
The Participation of Lay People in the Election of Primates  

and Bishops .............................................................................. 197 
      Alexander Rentel 
Women and Orthodox Conciliar Practices............................. 205 
      Carrie Frederick Frost 
Women in the Church: An Example of Synodality  

in Orthodoxy ........................................................................... 209 
      Adrian Crăciun 

1.3.  MISSION: WALKING TOGETHER IN THE 

CONTEMPORARY WORLD ................................................... 227 
Keynote ................................................................................................ 229 

The Relevance of Synodality for a Missionary  

Orthodox Church .................................................................... 229 
      John Njoroge 

Responses ............................................................................................. 247 
Journeying Together ................................................................ 247 
      Kateřina Kočandrle Bauer 
Synodality: The Indispensable Heart of the Missionary  

Identity of the Orthodox Church ............................................ 253 
      Nathan Hoppe 

Practices of synodality ......................................................................... 259 
Practices of Synodality in the Composition of For the Life  

of the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the Orthodox Church . 259 
      Carrie Frederick Frost 
Orthodox Participation in the World Council of Churches .. 265 
      Peter Bouteneff 

Workshops ........................................................................................... 275 
Mission and Synodality in Different Contexts: The Case  

of the Romanian Orthodox Church ........................................ 275 
      Cristian Sonea 

 



Synodality as a Model for the Society? .................................... 285 
      Michel Nseir 
Synodality and Mission: An Orthodox Stocktaking ............... 289 
      Ioan Moga 

SYNTHESIS PAPER BY CATHOLIC LISTENERS ....................... 303 
Astrid Kaptijn, William Henn, Péter Szabó,  

      Nathalie Becquart 

SECOND PART 

SYNODALITY IN THE ANCIENT ORIENTAL CHURCHES .... 315 

Conference programs .......................................................................... 317 
Greetings .............................................................................................. 323 

Cardinal Kurt Koch ................................................................. 323 
Cardinal Mario Grech ............................................................. 326 
Cardinal Christoph Schönborn ............................................... 331 

Keynotes ............................................................................................... 335 
Theologies of Synodality in Oriental Orthodox Church 

Traditions ................................................................................. 335 
      Archbishop Khajag Barsamian 
Synodality within the Oriental Orthodox Church 

Communion .............................................................................. 347 
      Mor Theophilose Kuriakose 

2.1.  SYNODALITY IN THE ANTIOCHIAN SYRIAC  

ORTHODOX CHURCH ........................................................... 359 
Keynote ................................................................................................ 361 

Understandings and Practices of Synodality in the Syriac 

Orthodox Tradition ................................................................. 361 
      Mor Polycarpus Aydin 

Experiences of Synodality – Workshops............................................. 373 
Laity in the Syriac Orthodox Church ...................................... 373 
      Martina Aras 
Synodality: The Experience of Women in the Syriac  

Orthodox Church .................................................................... 379 
      Salaam Somi 

 



Youth in the Syriac Orthodox Church ................................... 385 
      Hadi Adnan Jabbour 
Monastic Life in the Syriac Orthodox Church ....................... 389 
      Charbel Rizk 

2.2.  SYNODALITY IN THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC  

CHURCH .................................................................................... 395 
Keynote ................................................................................................ 397 

Understandings and Practices of Synodality 

 in the Armenian Apostolic Church ........................................ 397 
      Bishop Armash Nalbandian 

Experiences of Synodality – Workshops............................................. 405 
Prospects for the Laity in the Armenian Apostolic Church ... 405 

      Aram Mardirossian 
The Participation of Women in the Life of the Armenian 

Apostolic Church ..................................................................... 411 
      Diana Tsaghikyan 

2.3.   SYNODALITY IN THE ASSYRIAN TRADITION 

(ASSYRIAN CHURCH OF THE EAST AND ANCIENT 

CHURCH OF THE EAST) ....................................................... 419 
Keynotes ............................................................................................... 421 

The Theology of Synodality in the Assyrian Church  

of the East ................................................................................ 421 
      Catholicos-Patriarch Mar Awa III 
Understandings and Practices 
of Synodality in the Church of the East .................................. 435 
      Mar Paulus Benjamin 

Experiences of Synodality – Workshops............................................. 444 
The Lay Experience: Synodality in the Assyrian Church  

of the East ................................................................................ 445 
      Peter Azzo 
Experiences of Synodality in the Church of the East – 

The Participation of Women ................................................... 451 
      Nisha Mary Thomas 
Experiences of Synodality in the Assyrian Church  

of the East: Participation of the Youth ................................... 460 
      Yousif Oishalim Amrw 



Experiences of Synodality in the Church of the East – 

The Clergy ................................................................................ 463 
      Oughin Azizianalikomi 

2.4.  SYNODALITY IN THE COPTIC ORTHODOX  

CHURCH .................................................................................... 467 
Keynote ................................................................................................ 469 

Synodality in the Coptic Orthodox Tradition ........................ 469 
      Anba Kyrillos 

Experiences of Synodality – Workshops............................................. 487 
“They Were All Together”- The Role of Laymen and  

Women in Synodality from the First Church to Our  

Church of the Present Time .................................................... 487 
      Bishoy Sharkawy 
Experiences of Synodality of Women in 
the Coptic Orthodox Church .................................................. 493 
      Odette Riad Abdelmeseh 
Experiences of Synodality from a Coptic Youth Perspective . 497 
      Joseph Younan 
Synodality in Coptic Monasteries ............................................ 501 
      Mercurius Elmacari 

2.5.  SYNODALITY IN THE ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX 

TEWAHEDO CHURCH ........................................................... 505 
Keynote ................................................................................................ 507 

Understandings and Practices of Synodality  

in the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church....................... 507 
      Daniel Seifemichael Feleke 

Experiences of Synodality – Workshops............................................. 521 
Synodality in the Experience of the Laity in the Context  

of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church ...................... 521 
      Nigussu Legesse 
Experiences of Synodality with Regard to Women  

in the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church....................... 529 
      Elizabeth Amde Teklearegay 
Participation of Youth in the Ethiopian Orthodox  

Tewahedo Church ................................................................... 535 
      Alula Lemma Habte 



Experience of Synodality in Monastic Life 
in the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church....................... 541 
      Daniel Seifemichael Feleke 

2.6.  SYNODALITY IN THE MALANKARA ORTHODOX 

SYRIAN CHURCH .................................................................... 544 
Keynote ................................................................................................ 546 

Collegiality and Synodality: Malankara Orthodox  

Perspectives .............................................................................. 547 
      Baby Varghese 

Experiences of Synodality – Workshops............................................. 569 
Laity in the Malankara Orthodox Church .............................. 569 
      Tijo Ivan John 
Women in the Malankara Orthodox Church ......................... 573 
      Mercy John 
Youth in the Malankara Orthodox Church ............................ 591 
      Bipin Mathew 
Monastic Life in the Malankara Orthodox Church ................ 595 
      Bideesh Mathew 

2.7.  SYNODALITY IN REGIONAL ECUMENICAL  

NETWORKS .............................................................................. 601 
Synodality in the Middle East .................................................. 603 
      Souraya Bechealany 
Synodality in Action: The Christian Conference of Asia ........ 613 
      Ruth Mathen 

SYNTHESIS PAPER BY CATHOLIC LISTENERS ....................... 635 
Dietmar Winkler, Souraya Bechealany, Frans Bouwen,  

Joachim Jakob, Manuel Kuhn, Astrid Wimmer 

List of Contributors ............................................................................. 641 

 

  




